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In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 

As the last English class of the Middle Years Program, English 2 will focus on connecting 

with our reading on a personal, national, and global level. With that in mind, this summer 

we will begin the course by reading and responding to Julia Alvarez’s In the Time of the 

Butterflies. This remarkable historical novel uses multiple perspectives and a variety of 

written forms to infuse vibrancy into the courageous true story of the Mirabal sisters. 

Part 1: Before Reading 

Historical Investigation- Write a short article about The Civil Rights Act of 1964- what it 

was, how it came to be, and how America responded to it. You will need to read from a 

variety of sources to prepare, so quote at least three sources in your article. Use 

parenthetical citations and include a Works Cited page. 

 

Part 2: During Reading 

Reflective Reading Journal- You will keep and submit a reflective reading journal with 

ten entries (about a paragraph each). There are ten IB learner traits, so each entry will 

focus on a different profile trait you saw exemplified by one of the characters. For example, 

if a character stands up to an unjust system, you could discuss how they showed they were 

“Principled.” Your writing will demonstrate that you thoughtfully read, so include 

questions you have about the text, predictions, favorite moments/dialogue, personal 
connections, criticism, etc. 

 

Part 3: After Reading  

Essay- We will have an in-class essay one week after you return in the fall. You will choose 

one prompt on the day of the essay. The essay prompts will deal with the three topics 

below. As you read, pick one topic and record evidence with page numbers over the 
summer. You use these notes and your collected evidence on the day of your in-class essay. 

Possible essay topic areas: 

 Theme of courage 

 Sisters’ point of view 

 Religious allusions and themes 

 



 IB Learner Profile- Where do these traits show up in our novel? 
 Directions: Each journal entry will focus on a different profile trait you saw 

exemplified by one of the characters in your novel. 

  

 Inquirers- Develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 

conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. 

  

 Knowledgeable- Explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global 

significance.  

  

 Thinkers- Exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 

recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

  

 Communicators- Understand and express ideas and information confidently and 

creatively in more than one language and willingly in collaborate with others. 

  

 Principled- Act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice 

and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities.  

  

 Open-minded- Understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal 

histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other 

individuals and communities.  

  

 Caring- Show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 

others.  

  

 Risk-takers- Approach unfamiliar situations with courage and are brave in 

defending their beliefs. 

  

 Balanced- Understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional 

balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 

  

 Reflective- Understand by thinking and asking themselves questions about the 
things they learn and do. 

 


